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What is a Brownfield?

“…real property, the expansion, 

redevelopment, or reuse of which may 

be complicated by the presence or 

potential presence of a hazardous 

substance, pollutant, or contaminant.”*

Practical implication: Brownfields are 

everywhere!
*(Public Law 107-118 (H.R. 2869) - “Small Business Liability 

Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act”, signed into law 

January 11, 2002). 2



Brownfields in the U.S.

Estimated 450,000 to 1 Million sites

5 million acres of abandoned industrial 

sites in U.S. cities – roughly the same 

amount of land occupied by 60 of the 

largest U.S. cities

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
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Brownfield Examples

• Abandoned gas stations

• Abandoned grain elevators

• Former manufacturing facilities

• Abandoned properties next to rail lines

• Former school buildings

• Abandoned residential properties next to 

industrial facilities

• Vacant residential lots
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Industrial Blight
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Typical Brownfield

Abandoned Service Station 6



Typical Brownfield

Grain Storage Facilities/Coops found throughout rural 

areas
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Brownfield?
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Brownfield?
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Brownfields on Main Street?
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Brownfield?

Abandoned Residential Lot
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Brownfield?

Former Drive-In 
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Brownfield?

Abandoned School Building
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Rural Blight

14



Why Redevelop Brownfields?

• Desirable locations

• Increases local tax base

• Facilitates job growth

• Improves community image

• Preserves neighborhoods

• Mitigates blight

• Mitigates public health and safety concerns

• Reduces the need to develop greenfields

• Uses existing infrastructure (cost savings)
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Kansas City Terminal Railway
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Kansas City Terminal Railway
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Huntingburg, IN (pop.6,057)

Blighted Underutilized properties…
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…now, Senior Housing: 100% 

Occupied
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Funding Breakdown

• EPA Brownfields Assessment grant (Indiana 15 

Regional Planning Commission Coalition Grant) 

provided the Phase I, II ESAs for all 8 parcels –total 

cost: $27, 000

• Provided Due Diligence obligations for Tri-Cap 

(housing Developer) to purchase the properties*

• $4.5 Million in Neighborhood Stabilization funds to  

demolish one building and renovate the other*

*Milestone Ventures, Inc./Tri-Cap Community Action Agency
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Community Benefits in $$
• Land/Buildings purchased from the City for 

$83,500

• 24 temporary full time jobs for the project

• 1 permanent full time job to manage the 

Senior Housing

• Estimated annual Taxes of $4,319.00

• Units proximal to downtown area-increased 

sales for Main Street shops and businesses 
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Sustainable Community 

Benefits
Removal of blighted, unsafe Structures

Alleviated the shortage of Affordable Senior 

Housing (particularly 2-bedroom units)

Renovation preserved the community character 

of the 4th Street Historic District 

Maintains the downtown area as Huntingburg‟s 

central core

High efficiency heating systems, Geothermal 

heating and cooling in all apartments
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Often it is the PERCEPTION of 

contamination that keeps properties 

from being redeveloped, not the actual 

presence of contamination. 

Once the “stigma” is gone, properties 

can be returned to productive use.
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BF Process

• Identify the Brownfield

• Investigate – Phase I/II site assessments

• Clean-up, if necessary

• Redevelop
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TYPE / HOW MANY               WHO FUNDING ACTIVITIES

EPA BROWNFIELDS COMPETITIVE GRANTS

Assessment

(Community-wide

or Site-specific)

(Max. 2 – 1 HS and          

1 Pet./year)

(Joint Apps. $400K)

(Max. 1/Entity)

Cleanup Revolving 

Loan Fund (RLF)

(Max. 1/Entity)

Direct Cleanup

(Max. 3 HS or Pet./year)

Job Training

(Max. 1/year)

$200,000 for 

contaminated 

property  & 

$200,000 for 

petroleum sites

(Up to $350,000/ 

Site with Waiver)

$1,000,000

$1,000,000/ Eligible 

Entity,

20% Cost Share

$200,000/ property, 

up to 3 properties per 

year; 

20% Cost Share

$200,000

States, Tribes, Local 

Governments, Land 

Clearance Authorities, 

Regional Councils, 

Redevelopment Agencies 

& Other Quasi –

Governmental Entities

Coalitions (FY09)

Same as Above +

Coalitions may apply

Same as Above + 

Non-Profits

Same as Above + Eligible 

Non-Profits, Universities & 

job training organizations

Assess (ASTM 

Phase I & II 

standards), 

Inventory,  

Conduct 

Planning

Same as above

Capitalize Loans 

and Subgrants for 

Cleanup

Cleanup 

grant recipient 

must own 

property

Environmental 

Training
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STATE OF INDIANA: EPA BROWNFIELDS ARC GRANTEES (SINCE 2006)

Anderson, City of IDEM/IFA

Columbia City, City of Indianapolis, City of

DeKalb County La Porte, City of

Elkhart County LaCasa of Goshen, Inc.

Elkhart, City of Michigan City, City of

Energize-ECI Regional Planning District Muncie, City of

Enterprise Zone Education and Training 

Center Corporation New Albany Redevelopment Commission

Fort Wayne, City of Pike County

Gary, City of

Region III-A Development and Regional 

Planning Commission

Goshen, City of Richmond, City of (Indiana)

Indiana 15 Regional Planning Commission South Bend, City of

Vincennes, City of Southeast Neighborhood Development, Inc.

Wabash, City of Spencer County

West Central Indiana Economic Development 

District, Inc. Terre Haute, City of
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Technical Assistance to 

Brownfield (TAB) Communities

• A national program

• Funded by EPA 

headquarters via grants to 4 

different entities 

• Free to communities

• K-State assists communities 

in EPA Regions 5 and 7
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EPA Regions

33



TAB Assistance to Communities

• Tailored to specific community needs

• Typically coordinated through the city, tribal or non-profit 
brownfields project manager

May include:
• Help with identifying funding sources for revitalization projects 

• Review of EPA and other grant applications

• Help finding a consulting firm

• Review of project plans, technical reports

• Assistance with community outreach/involvement

• Educational workshops and redevelopment visioning

• Other assistance, as needed and agreed upon

• Communities accepted on a „first come‟ basis

• Depends on staff/funding availability
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The Application Process

• Contact us

• We‟ll set up a meeting to discuss assistance needs

• Review needs and TAB capability

• Agree on a course of action

• Get started
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Community Involvement Tools

Workshops/Training Sessions
• Tailored to the information needs of the 

community

• Keep audience awake and engaged

• Relaxed atmosphere

• Time for networking

• Variety of presenters

• Hands-on segments

• Very effective !
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Community Outreach

Redevelopment Planning
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Redevelopment Planning
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Technical Presentations

Community Meetings 
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Community Involvement

• Who is the Community?

• Why do it?

• Successful Involvement Techniques
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Community Involvement Tools

Fact Sheets, Citizen Briefs
• clear

• concise

• in layman‟s terms

• basic information

• provide contact info and additional resources

Note: NOT a stand-alone tool
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KSU TAB Citizen Briefs

http://www.engg.ksu.edu/CHSR/outreach/resources/
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Community Involvement Tools

Community Outreach
• Community Day/Fair

• Bus Tours

• Walking Tours

• Workshops/Seminars 

• Public Meetings
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If you feed them, they will come
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Special Projects
Web - based software: TAB EZ

www.tabez.org
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Special Projects
Web - based software: TAB-BIT

www.tab-bit.org
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TAB Contacts
Dr. Sabine Martin (Program Coordinator)

1-800-798-7796
785-532-6519
smartin1@k-state.edu

Beth Grigsby (TAB Partner for IN)

317-579-4069
beth.grigsby@atcassociates.com

Web site:  http://www.engg.ksu.edu/chsr/outreach

A TAB/CHSR/KSUContractor48
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